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They who reach Parnaffus’ lofty crown. 

Employ their pains to fpurn fome others down; 

And while felf- love each jealous writer rules, 

Contending wits become the (port of fools. Pope. 

It may be thought that UlyfTes here is too oftentatious, and 
that he dwells more than modefty allows upon his own accom- 
plifhments ; butj/^^-praife is fometimes no fault. Broome. 

No wonder fuch a fpirit, in fuch a (ituation, is provoked 
beyond the regards of religion ory^f-conviction. Swift. 

^e'lfheal. n.j. [brunella,kztin.] A plant. The fame with 
Sanicle, which fee. 

Selfish, adj. [from J'elf] Attentive only to one’s own inte¬ 
reft ; void of regard for others. 

What could the mod affirm^felfJk man defire more, were 
he to form the notion of a being to whom he would recom¬ 
mend himfelf, than fuch a knowledge as can difcover the leaft 
appearance of perfe&ion, and fuch a goodnefs as will propor¬ 
tion a reward to it ? Addifon’s Spectator. 

Paflions, though felfijh, if their means be fair. 

Lift under reafon, and deferve her care; 

Thofe that imparted court a nobler aim. 

Exalt their kind, and take fome virtue’s name. Pope. 

Se'lfishness. 7i. f [from felfijh.] Attention to his own in- 
tereft, without any regard to others ; felf-love. 

I his fublimer love, being, by an intimate conjunction with 
its objeCt, throughly refined from all bafe drofs of felfijhnefs 
and intereft, nobly begets a perfeCt fubmiffion of our wills to 
the will of God. Boyle s Seraphick Love. 

SeTfishly. adv. [from felfijh.] With regard only to his own- 
intereft; without love of others. 

He can your merit felfijhly approve, 

And fhew the fenfe of it without the love. Pope. 

Se'lfsame. adj. [ felf and Janie.] Numerically the fame. 

I have no great caufe to look for other than the felf-J'ame 
portion and lot, which your manner hath been hitherto today 
on them that concur not in opinion with you. Hooker, Bref. 

Flight purfu’d one way the felf-fame hour. Milton. 

I have been bafe, 

Bafe ev’n to him from whom I did receive 
All that a fon could to a parent give: 

Behold me punifh’d in the J'elf-Jame kind ; 

Th’ ungrateful does a more ungrateful find. . Dryden. 

Se'lign, n.f. [ felio , low Latin.] A ridge of land. Ainfw. 

Sell, pronoun, [for felf.] Sell is retained in Scotland for felf, 
and fells in the plural for felves. 

They turn round like grindle-ftones. 

Which they dig out fro’ the dells. 

For their bairns bread, wives and fells. Ben. Johnfon . 

Sell. n.f. [ felle, French ; fella, Latin.] A faddle. 

Turning to that place, in which 
He left his lofty fteed with golden fills , 

And goodly gorgeous barbes, him found not there. F. gfu. 

To SELL. v.a. [yyllan, Saxon; fela, Iflandick.] To give 
for a price; the word correlative to buy; to vend. 

The Midianites fold him unto Egypt, unto Potiphar. Gen. 
Let us fell him to the Ifhmaelites. Gen. xxxvii. 27. 

The firft tenth part I gave to the fons of Aaron, and another 
I fold away. Fob. i. 7. 

All the inns and publick houfes are obliged to furnifh them- 
felves with corn, which is fold out at a much dearer rate than 
his bought up. Addijon on Italy. 

You have made an order that ale fhould be fold for three 
half-pence a quart. Swift, 

To Sell. v. n. To have commerce or traffick with one. 

I will buy with you, fell with you; but I will not eat with 
you. Sbakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

Confult not with a buyer of felling. Eccluf. xxxvii. 11. 

Se'llander. n.f. A dry fcab in a horfe’s hough or paf- 
tern. Ainfworth. 

Se'ller. n.f. [from fell.] The per fon that fells; vender. 

To things of (ale a feller’s praife belongs. Shakefpeare. 
The name of the agent, of the feller, notary, and wit- 
neffes, are in both inftruments. Addifon on Italy. 

Se'lvage. n.f [Of this word I know not the etymology. 
Skinner thinks felvage is faid as falvage , from its faving the 
cloath.] The edge of cloath where it is clofed by compli¬ 
cating the threads. 

Make loops of blue upon the edge of the one curtain from 
the felvage in the coupling. Ex. xxvi. 4. 

Selves. The plural of felf 

Confcioufnefs being interrupted, and we lofing fight of 
our paft felves , doubts are raifed whether we are the fame. Locke. 

SE'MBLABLE. adj. [femblable, French.] Like; refembling. 

Then be abhorr’d 

All feafts, focieties, and throngs of men ! 

His jemblable , yea himfelf, Timon difdains. Shakefpeare. 
With femblable reafon we might expeCt a regularity in the 
winds. Brown s Vulgar Err ours. 

Se'mblably. adv. [from femblable.’] With refemblance. 

A gallant knight he was, his name was Blunt; 

Semblably furnilh’d like the king himfelf. Sbakefp. H. IV. 


SEM 

Sf.'m b lance, n.f. [femblance, Fr. from femblant. ] 

1. Likenefs; refemblance; fimilitude; reprefehtation. 

Solicit Henry with her wond’rcus praife ; 

Bethink thee on her virtues, that furmount 
Her natural graces, that extinguilh art: 

Repeat their femblance often. Shakefpeare . 

. She’s but the fign and femblance ok her honour : 

Behold how like a maid fhe blufties here i 
O, what authority and fhew of truth 
Can cunning fin cover itfelf withal! Shakefpeare 

He with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, riot fubftance, gently rais’d 
1 heir fainting courage, and difpell’d their fears. Milton' 
7 his laft effort brought forth the opinion, that thefe bodies 
are not what they feem to be; that they are no fhells, but 
mere fportings of active nature, and only femblances or imita¬ 
tions.of fhells. . Wcodivaul. 

It is not his meaning that we put on the outward face and 
femblance of virtue, only to conceal and difguife our vice. Rog, 

2. Appearance; fhow; figure. 

Be you the foldier; for you likeft are. 

For manly femblance and for fkill in war. Spen r er. 

Their femblance kind, and mild their geftures were, 
Peace in their hands, and friendfhip in their face. Fairfax. 

All that fair and good in thy divine 
Semblance , and in thy beauty’s heav’nly ray, 

United I beheld. * Milt. Par. Lof. 

SE'MBLAN F. adj. [femblant, French.] Like; refembling; 
having the appearance of anything. Little ufed. 

In defpite of age, of impious flame, 

And eating time, thy pidfture, like thy fame. 

Entire may laft ; that as their eyes furvey 
The femblant fhade, men yet unborn may fay, 

Thus great, thus gracious look’d Britannia’s queen; 

Her brow thus fmootb, her look was thus ferene. Prior. 
Se'mblant. n.f. Show; figure; refemblance; reprefenta- 
tion. Not in ufe. 

Her purpofe was not fuch as fhe did feign, 

Ne yet her perfon fuch as it was feen ; 

But under fimple fhew, and femblant plain. 

Lurks falfe Dueffa, fecretly unfeen. Fairy Lfuecn. 

Full lively is the femblant , tho’ the fubftance dead. Sjenf. 
Se'mblative. adj. [from femblant.] Suitable; accommodate; 
fit; refembling. 

Diana’s lip 

Is not more fmooth and ruby; thy fnrvall pipe 
Is as the maiden’s organ, flirill and found; 

And all is femblative a woman’s part. Shak. Fvaelfth Night. 
To Se'mble. v.n. [fembler, French.] Toreprefent; to make 
a likenefs. Little ufed. 

Let Europe, fav’d, the column high ere£I, 

Than Trajan’s higher, or than Antonine’s, 

Wher fjembling art may carve the fair effect, 

And full atchievement of thy great defigns. Prior . 

SEMI. n.f. [Latin.] A word which, ufed in compofition, 
fignifies half: as femicircle , half a circle. 

Se'miannular. adj . [find and annulus , a ring.] Half round. 
Another boar tulk, fomewhat {tenderer, and of a femian - 
nular figure. Grew’s Muf -turn. 

Se'mibref. n.f [ femibreve, French ] 

Semibref is a note in mufick relating to time, and is the laft 
in augmentation. It is commonly called the mafter-note, or 
meafure-note, or time-note, as being of a certain determinate 
meafure or length of time by itfelf; and all the other notes of 
augmentation and diminution are adjufted to its value. Harris. 
He takes my hand, and as a ftiil which ftays 
A femibref, ’twixt each drop, he niggardly. 

As loth to enrich me, fo tells many a lye. Donne. 

Semicircle, n f. [fenjicircuius, Lat. fend and circle.] A halt 
round; part of a circle divided by the diameter. 

Black brows 

Become fome women beft, fo they be in a femicircle. 

Or a half-moon, made with a pen. Shakefpeare, 

Has he given the lye 
In circle, or oblique, ox femicircle. 

Or direeff parallel ? Shakefpeare •_ 

The chains that held my left leg gave me the liberty or 
walking backwards and forwards in a femicircle. biuijt. 

Semici rclfd. Xadj. [femi and circular.] Half round. 
Semicircular. J J J 

The firm fixure of thy foot would give an excellent mo¬ 
tion to thy gait, in a femi circled farthingale. Shakefpeaie. 

The rainbow is caufed by the rays of the fun falling upon a 
rorid and oppofite cloud, whereof fome reflected, others ie- 
fra&ed, beget the femicircular variety we call the rainbow. 

Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

The Teas are inclofed between the two femicircular rnoles 
that furround it. Addijon on tay • 

Semico'lon. n f. [femi and xwAov.] Half a colon ; a poin 
made thus [;] to note a greater paufe than that of a comma. 

Semidia'meter# 
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SsmidJa'meter. n.f. [fend and diameter] Half the line SeMina'ticR. n.f. [from femino, Latin. ] Tho a£i cf 
which, drawn through the centre of a circle, .divides it into lowing. 

two equal parts ; a (freight line drawn from the circumference Semini'ficAL. } adj. [Jhnen and facio, Latin ] Productive of 

SeminYficic. S feed. 

We are made to believe, that in the fourteenth year males 
are fendnifhal and pubefeent; but he that fhall inquire into 
the generality, will rather adhere unto Ariftotle. Brown. 
Seminifica'tion. n f 

Semhdfcation is the propagation from the feed or feminal 
pai'ts. , ‘ Hate’s Origin of Mankind. 

Semiopa'cous. adj. [femi and ofacus , Latin.] Half dark. 
Semiopacous bodies are fuch as, looked upon in an ordinary 
light, and not held betwixt it and the eye,- are not wont to be 
difcrimmated from the reft of opacous bodies. Boyle. 

SemipeYal. adj. [femi and pedis, Latin.] Containing half a 
foot. 

Semiperspi'cugus- adj. [femi and perfpicuus , Latin.] Half 
tranfparent; imperfectly clear. 

A kind of amethyitine flint, not compofed of cryftals or 
grains; but one intire maffy (lone, jemiperfpicuous, and of a 
pale blue, almoft of the colour of (ome cow’s horns. Grew. 
Semio'rdinate. n.f. [In conick fedtions.] A line drawn 
at right angles to and biffedted by the axis, and reaching from 
one fide of the fedtion to another; the half of which is pro¬ 
perl v the femiordinate, but is now called the ordinate Harris. 
Sem 1 pellu'cid. adj. [femi and pellucidmy hatm.] Half clear; 
imperfectly tranfparent. 

. A light grey jemipeliucid flint, of much the fame complexion 
with die common Indian agat. Woodward. 

Se'miproof. n.f. [femi and proof.] The proof of a finale 

c bv : ldenc f* Bailey. 

Sem-h^ua drate. I n.f [In aftronomy.] An afpedt of the 

■hr miqua'rtile. $ planets when diftant from each other forty 
e e^rees, or one fign and a half. Bailey. 

Semjql A- ver. n.j. [In rmuick.] A note containing half the 
quantity of Te quaver. 0 Bailey. 

Semiqui NTitE n.j, [In aftronomy.] An afpea of the pla¬ 
ner when at the diftance of thirty-fix degrees from one an¬ 
other. D •/ 

Semise'xtile. n.f. [In aftronomy/] A femiiixth; an afpea of 
the planets when they are diftant from each other one twelfth 
parted a circle, or thirty degrees. Baiey. 

emisphe RICAL- adj. [fend and fpherical.] Belonging to 
half a ft here. • 

bE L MI if" ER ^ DAL - adj ' ^‘ cmi and fMaidal] Formed like a 

half fpheroid. 

Semi ; e'rtian. n. f [femi and tertian.] An ague com¬ 
pounds. of a tertian and a quotidian. Bailey. 

The natural produdi of fuch a cold moift year are tertians 
Jemiterturns, and fan e quartans. Arhuthnoi on Air. 

Semitone, n f [jemiton, French.] In mufick, one of the 
degrees of concinuous intervals of concords. Bai/ev 

Semi-vo'wel n. /. [femi and vowel ] A confonant which 

makes an imperfedt found, or does not demand a total occlu- 
iion of the mouth. 

When Homer would reprefent any agreeable objea! he 
makes ufe of the fmootheft vowels and moft flowing femi- 
voweis. Broome’s Notes to the Od\(]ey. 

aHveJ V A E p)a"{ ^ T‘ S > Uaa > is - ^ 

veaY' Win 0Ut brai,ches '« or three 

IZ ’ but the >' wra P the root m 211 oil doth once in half a 
year. 

^aX^Ltlfj from femper 

1 . Eternal in futurity; having beginning, but no end. 

ZStZ SSL SSSSU . l “ 1 f * & 


W .. w - J L O 

to the center of a circle. 

Their difference is as little confiderablc as a femicliameier of 
the earth in two meafures of the higheft heaven, the one 
taken from the furface of the earth, the other from its centre: 
the di(proportion is juft nothing. Mere. 

The force of this inftrument confifts in the difproportion 
of diftance betwixt the femidiarneter of the cylinder and the 
f mi diameter of the rundle with the fpokes. Wilkins. 

Semidiaphane'ity. n.f [fend and diaphaneity.] Half 
tranfparency; imperfect tranfparency. 

The tranfparency or femi diaphaneity of the fuperficial cor- 
pufcles of bigger bodies may have an intereft in the produc¬ 
tion of their colours. Boyle on Colours. 

Semidia'phanous. adj [femi and diaphanous.] Half tranf¬ 
parent; imperfedtly tranfparent. 

Another plate, finely variegated with a femidiathahous grey 
or Iky, yellow and brown Woodward on Foffds. 

Sf/midoublf. n.f [fend and double.] In the.Romab bre¬ 
viary, fuch offices and feaft as are celebrated with Ms lolem- 
nity than the double ones, but yet with more than the fin He 
ones. ^ . / 'alley. 

Semiflo SCUEOUS. adj, [femi and flojculus, Latin.] Having 
a femi floret. .alley. 

Semifloret, n.f [femi and floret. ] Among fiorifts, an 
half flourifh, which is tubulous at the beginning°like a floret, 
and afterwards expanded in the form of a tongue. Bailey. 
Semifi T id. adj. [femi and fid cl] Imperfedily fluid. 

Phlegm, or petuite, is a fort of femifiuid , it being fo far 
folid that one part draws along fevenal other parts adhering to 
it, which doth not happen, in a perfect fluid, and yet no part 
will draw the whole mafs, as happens in a perfect folid Arb. 
Semilu'nar. ) adj. [ fendlunaire, Fr. femi and lunti, Latin.] 
Semilu nary. ) Refembling in form a half moon. 

The eyes are guarded with a femilunar ridge. Grew. 

Semimetal, n.f. [fetid and metal.] Half metal; imperfedt 

Smmetah _are metallick foffils, heavy, opake, of a bright 
glittering furrace, and not malleable under the hammer; fuch 
as quickulver, antimony, cobalt, with the arfenicks, bifmuth, 
zink, with its ore calamine: to there may be added the femi- 
metallick recrements, fuch as tutty and pampholyx. Hill 
Semina lity. n.f. [from femen. Latin.J 

1 . I he nature of feed. 

As though there were a feminality in urine, or that, like the 
feed, it carried with ,t the idea of every part, they foolifhly 
conceive we vilibly behold therein the anatomy ol every par- 

„ -pi * ■ , Brown’s Vulgar Errours 

2. I he power of being produced. 

darn-!' 16 ° f WhCat there licth obrcurel y th tfiukAlUy of 
Se'minal ail r r • I t? /. ^ rcWH ’ s Cn/gar Errours. 

1 dj ' V ( T nali Ffench; f eminis , L: “tin.] 

l belonging to feed. J 

2. Contained in the feed; radical. 

PfiSes r 5T nCVer PrrfCnted US With tllofe n^vicus feminal 
fuSed if f PP f rent S eneratl ons, we ihould never have 

j-? 

le/K'eT ? r °' 0ns the P 61 ' 0 * 1 of 3 comw!n' we ^h 

?<i £2 S. a £ ;! s 

ZTT a “y conftitution, a^peffrvTa' 

t E TVpJund'wh^* tw thil 1 ‘■ j mUaria ? from ] 

planted. J ^ 1S ^ own t0 afterwards tranf- 


cut S S Offa lou fa t 1 f nlp | la f nting i rees out of ‘heir fmmarm, 
like quickfet. " ,Ch fr0m the g ro “nd. a «d plant them 

2- 1 he place or nriain,! ft i c Mortimer'j Husbandry. 

This ftratum if ftm t T f"” a ° y thin S is brou S ht ' 
common integument, and being fh Tlf ^ ferVing f ° f 2 
‘"at furnilheth forth batter forl e llUdV’ °I- P rom P tuar y 
, a " lmal and vegetable bodies. forma tion and increment of 
o- Seminal ftate. Woodward. 

contrivetUhenf S^^r^pj-operV 1 ^** 0 - tile earth ’ hath wifel y 

maintain the intention of where the r be < b 

4- 0 "S ina! ; firft principles. down’s Vulgar Errcurs. 

ffbminiftrates apter matter l 
P e *filent feminariet, foorer P t han fld r 6 c ° nvertei into 
beggars. -et than fte ams of nafty folks and 

5- Breeding; place- c j ." Harvey em the Plague 

are tranfplanted fot 0 life. eduCatlon > from wb ence fchoirl 

of i b *gtettU e fefofthfworU m ? n ,n Ch >'’ and th % fehwary 
■ The inns of court muftheff ft' Was . h e atb en. Bacol 
ni any Chrifian country, e w °i/t mftituted feminarles 

Sivift, 


tion of the world to an immenfe antiquity. Ha Ip 

2. In poetry it is ufed {imply for eternal! 

Should we the long depending fcale afeend 
Ut fons and fathers, will it never end ? 

iL !1 » then muft we through the order run, 
lot ome one man whofe being ne’er begun; 
it that one man was fempiternal., why 
Hid he, fince independant, ever die? p/-, j 

‘WKSEk*' L ” i -o ri'r: 
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Se mstress. n. f [ “reamerTne Savon I a Hale. 

bufinefs is to few; a womln who lit es b] her needTe!" Wh ° fe 
Two hundi tdfemjlreffes were emnlovcd to ' ' n 

ber fix; containing fix, ^ elon g m g to the num- 

SE'NATE. 
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